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CARCINOMA OF THE LUNG 


Neoplastic Disease at Various Sites. Edited by D. W. 
Smithers, M.D., F.R-C.P., F.F.R. Vol. 1. Carcinoma of the 
Lung. Edited by J. R. Bignall, M.D., M.R.C.P. (Pp. 298 
+xii; illustrated 55s.) Edinburgh and London: E. and S. 
Livingstone Ltd. 1958, 


The first volume in a new series of monographs on 
neoplastic diseases appropriately deals with carcinoma 
of the lung. This subject is studied in a number of 
sections contributed by well-known authorities under 
‘the editorship of Dr. J. R. Bignall. They have 
produced a comprehensive and up-to-date survey of this 
sinister form of disease. The opening section, which 
deals with statistics and mortality, is approached by 
Dr. Case on the basis of cohort analysis. The next 
section is by Dr. Doli, who considers the present state 
of our knowledge as regards the causation of this 
disease. He recognizes the industrial hazards in deal- 
ing with some radioactive ores, such as nickel and 
chromates, and analyses the part played by atmospheric 
pollution, and above all by smoking. There seems little 
doubt that cigarette-smoking must be regarded as an 
important feature. The pathology, which includes the 
origin and method of spread of lung growths, is dealt 
with by Dr. Hinson in a section that is well illustrated 
and lays emphasis on Nohl’s work on glandular spread. 
The course of the disease and its relation to such factors 
as age and sex is handled by the editor himself, who 
quotes from the now extensive experience which has 
been gained at the Brompton and Royal Marsden 
Hospitals. The section on treatment is perhaps 
proportionately a little short, though it deals fairly fully 
with surgery, radiotherapy, and chemotherapy as 
possible methods. Professor Smithers is quite frank in 
claiming little for radiotherapy other than palliation. 
The part played by surgery in treatment is reviewed 
by Mr. Cleland. He shows that recently published 
figures in a reasonably large series from Great Britain 
give a five-year survival rate of 25-30% of cases 
following resection. If this sounds in any way optimistic, 
it should be remembered that probably less than 20% 
of all those afflicted by this disease are operable. 


Until the past few years there has been little 
comprehensive literature dealing with this subject. Most 
of the authoritative sections in textbooks have 
expressed the current views, but this book is one of the 
few works which cover all aspects in proper perspective. 
Recently several large series of figures have become 
available which allow statistical deductions about the 
results of treatment. The authors are to be congratulated 
on achieving a reasonable balance in presentation and 
on providing a review of most of the available 
information. If the pattern of this work is to be 
followed in subsequent monographs the publishers as 
well as the authors will have provided a valuable 
contribution to medical literature. 

T. Hotmes SELLors. 


CLASS AND MENTAL ILLNESS 


Social Class and Mental Illness: A Community Study. By 
out B. Hollingshead, Ph.D., and Fredrick C. Redlich, 
M.D. (Pp. 442+ix; illustrated. 60s.) New York: John 
billed and Sons, Inc. London: Chapman and Hall, Ltd. 


This is the first account, in book form, of the extensive 
Yale studies which have been dealing with the 
prevalence and class distribution of mental illness in 


investigation will be described in a companion volume 
by Myers and Roberts. It is an outstanding contribution 
to social psychiatry. Americans believe that class 
differences do not count with them and that they matter 
a great deal to us in Britain. With this superficial 
judgment we have been in the habit of agreeing. After 
reading this book we may well be tempted to believe 
the opposite. The first section of the book is a 
fascinating account of the social set-up to-day and how 
it came about. The population is divided into five social 
classes—not, of course, those of the Registrar-General, 
but roughly parallel; and carefully compiled profiles 
show exactly what life in each is like all the way from 
the Ivy and Junior Leagues to the Swamp Yankees in 
the tar-paper shacks on the sand flats. Later chapters 
show that your social class very largely determines your 
chances of being mentally ill, the type of mental illness 
you will have, and what treatment you will be given. 
Although capacity to pay is important, it is not the 
whole story. If you come from the top drawer you are 
much more likely to be given psychotherapy even if it 
means giving you a discount on the fees you pay. Before 
we British start to congratulate ourselves on our different 
standards, it might be as well to ask whether we really 
know what is going on here. If a study like this were 
done we might learn a great deal that we ought to know 


about ourselves. 
T. FERGUSON RODGER. 


HAEMOPHILIA AND RELATED CONDITIONS 


Hemophilia and  Hemophilioid Diseases: International 


Symposium. Edited by Kenneth M. Brinkhous, M.D. 
(Pp. 265+xxii; illustrated. 60s.) Chapel Hill: North 
pores niveraley Press. .London: Oxford University 
Press. : 


Haemophilia and its related conditions, though 
comparatively rare, create medical and social problems 
of some magnitude. Severely affected patients are often 
permanently disabled and may spend much of their 
lives in hospital. At any time an acute episode of 
bleeding or the necessity for surgery may confront 
the clinician with a therapeutic dilemma in which 
injudicious action on the one hand or overcaution on 
the other may cost the patient his life. The handling 
of such cases, both in their acute and in their quiescent 
phases, needs special experience and as much up-to- 
date knowledge of the basic pathology as the research 
worker can make available and intelligible. 

This book provides a record both of clinical 
experience and of laboratory research which will be 
of great value to all those who are in any way 
concerned with haemophilia, be they physicians, 
surgeons, dentists, geneticists, pathologists, or simply 
blood-coagulation research workers. It is the report 
of the proceedings of a symposium sponsored by the 
National Hemophilia Foundation of the United States 
on “ Hemophilia and the Hemophilioid Diseases,” held 
in New York in 1956 and attended by many of the 
world’s leading experts in the field. 

The formal presentations consist of 29 papers grouped 
into a number of sections, each of which is followed 
by a general discussion. The first section, on the clotting 
defect in haemophilia, includes papers on the nature 
and preparation of antihaemophilic globulin (Factor 
VIID, the significance of inhibitors, the role of platelets, 
and the mechanism of haemostasis in haemophilia. The 
second section consists of a number of papers describing 
the clinical and laboratory aspects of the haemophilioid 


